
Did	you	know	that	more	than	300	million	books	end	up	in	landfill	sites	every	year?
 

Through upcycling, we are working hard to lessen that number by collecting, sorting, and distributing new and gently used
children's books to children and families living in underserved communities across New Jersey and Philadelphia. We partner
with other non-profit organizations and educators, especially those representing Title 1 schools, providing them with
children's books for classroom libraries, pop-up book fairs, food bank distribution, and encouraging children to build their
own personal home libraries.

By combining these strategies and fostering a societal shift towards a more conscious approach to book consumption and
disposal, it is possible to reduce the number of books ending up in landfills significantly. This not only benefits the
environment but also contributes to making knowledge and reading materials more accessible to children living in book
deserts.

BookSmiles 
Fact Sheet

What We Do

Research shows that early literacy sets the stage for a child's future success by promoting
academic achievement, reduced grade retention, higher graduation rates, and enhanced
productivity in adult life. Since its inception, BookSmiles has promoted literacy and the joy of
reading by giving more than 1,500,000 books to Philadelphia and New Jersey children who
need them most.
 

By diverting used children's books from going to landfills or pulpers, we provide millions of
books with new life. Starting in infancy, children living in book deserts can build robust
libraries of their own, inviting academic success!

Mission Statement

Volunteer SortingTeacher Take Non-Profit Partners
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Book Drives Creative Collection Bins

Contact:

Phone:  856-661-7480  Email:  Larry@Booksmiles.org

Website:  BookSmiles.org Physical & Mailing Address
7300 N. Crescent Blvd.

Unit 10
Pennsauken, NJ 08110

Larry Abrams
Founder & Executive Director BookSmiles

BookSmiles is a 501(c)(3) organization
EIN#82-3233733
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https://6abc.com/lindenwold-high-school-english-teacher-larry-abrams-book-smilies-nonprofit/12244198/
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/booksmiles-larry-abrams-brotherly-love-lindenwold-english-teacher-helping-collect-book-donations-for-classrooms/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gvGQhRvWGCs
https://www.fox29.com/video/603573
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/09/15/us/school-new-jersey-book-reading-teacher-cnnheroes/index.html
https://phl17.com/video/local-aka-sorority-chapter-hosts-%e2%80%9ceager-readers-future-leaders%e2%80%9d-literacy-event/8713696/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=128863502636768
https://www.booksmiles.org/programs.html
mailto:Larry@booksmiles.org

