
Who Can Apply?
Applicants must meet all of the
following criteria:

✅ Teach at a school where 75% or
more of students qualify for free or
reduced-price lunch

✅ Be a current education student in
the final stages of a teacher
preparation program or be within
your first five years of teaching

✅ School location: New Jersey,
Philadelphia region, and Northern
Delaware.

✅ Winners must be available for an
in person donor meet and greet in
September at the BookSmiles Book
Bank.

APPLY FOR A CHANCE TO BUILD YOUR
 DREAM CLASSROOM LIBRARY!

Building classroom libraries.
Inspiring young readers. 
Creating smiles—one book at a time. 

 FIVE TEACHERS WILL RECEIVE:

A pallet of approximately 2,100–2,500 children's
books delivered directly to their school

The opportunity to handpick books for their
own classroom library

Additional books to share with fellow
educators in their school

 Ongoing support and partnership with
BookSmiles

BookSmiles is proud to launch the New Teacher
Classroom Library Initiative. This donor investment is
designed to help early-career teachers create
engaging classroom libraries and put thousands of
books into the hands of children.

O B J E C T I V E

WHAT WE ASK OF SELECTED TEACHERS
 Create your classroom library and share photos of your completed shelves
 Help spread the word about literacy by sharing your experience on social media
 Distribute remaining books to fellow teachers within your school

Ready to Apply?
Click here for application!  Applications are due by Friday, July 24, 2026 by 5:00 pm.

Questions?
Contact Emily Loughlin, Director of Development of BookSmiles: Emily@booksmiles.org
or 856-661-7480

About BookSmiles
BookSmiles, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, is dedicated to putting books into the hands of children who need
them most. Through partnerships with educators, volunteers, and community supporters, we have
distributed millions of books to children throughout New Jersey, Philadelphia, and Delaware.

https://forms.gle/NZrfhCZWvjZAXXtS7
mailto:emily@booksmiles.org


School location and Title 1 requirements:  
 The receiving school needs to be a Title 1 school with at least 75% or more free/reduced  

        lunch.     
 The school needs to be located in New Jersey, Metro Philadelphia and surrounding
communities, or Northern Delaware.

Educator status:
 The educator may be in their final few months of a teacher education program, or they

        may be anywhere within their first five years of teaching.

Winner requirements:
Winners will be asked to post winning the BookSmiles Initiative and promote our
Teacher Take program on social media.
Winners will be required to attend a donor event at the BookSmiles Book Bank to
share their experience and the impact this initiative had on their classroom and
school.  

                 The date for the donor event will be planned for September 2026.

The Process:
Teachers will apply for the initiative  online. Click here for application.  Deadline to apply is
Friday, July 24, 2026 at 5:00pm.

BookSmiles will select five teachers, based on application/need

Once the recipients are selected, BookSmiles will determine the logistics, pledging to drop off
a pallet of books (2,100-2,500) to the recipient.

The chosen teachers will handpick the books they want for their classroom library, and take
pictures of the books on the shelves before they are distributed. These photos will be shared
with the funder, and will be published on BookSmiles social media.

After the teachers create a classroom library, the chosen teachers will parcel out the
remaining books to teachers in their school.

The teachers will receive an annual membership to our Teacher Take Program to replenish
their library.

 

The chosen teachers will be encouraged to post on social media - advertising the BookSmiles
Initiative and Teacher Take program.  

Winners will be required to attend a September donor event at the BookSmiles Book Bank to
share their experience and the impact this initiative had on their classroom and school.

The 5 winners will be announced the week of August 25, 2026

Please read the eligibility requirements.

QUESTIONS?  CONTACT EMILY LOUGHLIN, DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT OF BOOKSMILES:
EMILY@BOOKSMILES.ORG OR 856-661-7480

https://forms.gle/NZrfhCZWvjZAXXtS7
mailto:emily@booksmiles.org
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